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Usury is an extra-legal system. According to law,
if the rate of interest agreed upon exceeds 20 per cent,
per annum, the creditor is not entitled to claim any
interest over and above 20 per cent.1 Therefore, the
contract must be enforced by other means than legal
force. The usurer employs his own collector to force
the debtor to pay when the term has expired. If
payment is refused, the collector will use violence and
. take off or destroy anything at his disposal. In one
case, I know, on the death of the debtor, the creditor
took off a girl of the deceased to town as his slave.
The debtor is usually too ignorant to seek the pro-
tection of the law and the community gives him no
support. He is actually at the mercy of the usurer.
If the debtor really has nothing to pay the debt with,
and possesses no subsoil of land, the creditor will find
it to be wiser to let him continue fanning and reserve
his claim on the future produce. In the worst situa-
tion, the debtor may commit suicide at the house of
the usurer. The usurer will then face the revenge of
the spirit and also the pressure of public resentment
which will force him to forfeit his claim. This
drastic means, though rarely used, is, to a certain
extent, effective in preventing the usurer from going
too far.
Usurers live in the town. Each has a nickname.
The one connected with the village of our study is
Sze, the Skin-tearer. This nickname indicates the
public hatred. But he is an important source available
to the villagers in case of urgent need. The supply
of credit is very limited while the demand is urgent.
The consequence of being imprisoned or losing the
entire silk crop is more immediate and irreversible
* The Civil Code, Article 205.

